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De Hope, Wednesday, July 31, 1872
Our Eben-Haezer Thanksgiving Gifts
We will print elsewhere a request of the committee in charge for
gathering up this memorial, for the congregations to determine a time
and place when the committee can meet with them, to arrive at the
greatest results. We take the liberty to offer this.
Barely seven weeks are left before the proposed celebration. For the
committee to visit all the congregations in that amount of time it is
clear that no time can be wasted. Would it not be the most effective if
the congregations would let the committee know that from now on
until 17 September they can be ready to receive the committee at a
specific time? The brothers could get to work and inform the
congregations in time when they will come. We do not doubt that the
interest among our people for contributing to this memorial is so great
that they will put up with discomfort or disturbance in their
occupations.
The significance of the opportunity and the purpose of these
contributions will be understood at the same time, that the visits of the
committee do not need to be more than the gathering in of solemnly
set apart gifts. There is not an adult who cannot recollect from his own
experience the reason for thankfulness that God brought him here;
there is not a child who does not understand the privilege of having
been born and raised in this country. Every family has a history and
stories of the past, which makes the present life a matter of
thankfulness. Let this feeling prepare the memorial, a worthy sacrifice,
with which they can appear before the Lord. There are only a few of us
who do not realize the value of our school, and the necessity to no
longer postpone to put her founding on a firm foundation. Whether
some consider this to be a training institution for the church, or by

others as an influential component of society, both know that its value
is unique and cannot be undervalued. As a free school, accessible to all,
and already in use for all kinds of classes with various objectives, she
appeals, rightfully so, to everyone who recognizes the value of
education for church, society or family. Yes, we have here another
touchstone—whatever our differences may be—a touchstone with
which we can work with each other for mutual use and mutual
prosperity. This also will contribute to an easy preparation.
In this regard we note a mistake that was made last week in drafting
the committee's document. Their request that papers in our settlement
would print this, should have been: in our settlements [plural]. The
purpose of the request was, after all, that every Dutch paper would give
it a place.
[Neila Kennedy, November 20201

